MASSACHUSETTS ADMINISTRATORS FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION
June 10, 2019 Statewide Conference
College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, Massachusetts

The State of the State:
Educating, Protecting and Advocating for Massachusetts Students with Disabilities
<><><><><><><><><><>

A SPECIAL GUEST APPEARANCE AND PRESENTATION FROM THE
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS,
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
From the Federal Perspective: Special Education – the Promise, the Mandate, the
Realities of Special Education
SESSION FOCUS:

Discussion on policies, new accountabilities and anticipated changes influencing States and School
Districts in supporting and educating students with disabilities. Anticipating the future and what it takes
to increase outcomes for students and schools.

SPECIAL GUEST PRESENTER:
Laurie VanderPloeg, Director of the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), Office of Special
Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS), United States Department of Education

<><><><><><><><><><>

KEYNOTE ADDRESS:
The Highlights of Educational Legislation in Massachusetts:
The Year in Review - The Year Ahead
SESSION FOCUS:

Massachusetts continues to be a national leader in public education More specifically, our State
continues to assume a National leadership role in programs and services to students identified as
needing special education.
The Massachusetts’ Joint Committee on Education has the important responsibility to “consider all
matters of education (through grade 12) and such other matters as may be referred” to the Joint
Committee. The Honorable Representative Alice Hanlon Peisch, who Chairs the Joint Committee on
Education, will highlight areas of special education legislation that passed during the year, address the
challenges in the legislative process in passing special education legislation, and discuss anticipated
future special education legislation. Additionally, topic discussions will address the importance of school
advocacy in the legislative process and what the “Joint Committee” may consider useful in this
legislative advocacy process.

KEYNOTE PRESENTER:
Honorable Representative Alice Hanlon Peisch, 14th Norfolk District in the Massachusetts House of
Representatives since 2002, current Chair of the Joint Committee on Education.
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… continued …

PLENARY SESSION:

The State of the State: The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education News and Updates - Moving Forward and Building Upon the Lessons Learned
During the 2018-2019 School Year.
SESSION FOCUS:

This session will highlight lessons learned from this school year with a focus on new information for school
administrators and teams. The presentation will include, but not limited to, topics such as the EOHHS
Stabilization program, the School Interpreter Task Force - its purpose and implications for school districts, and
new initiatives for 2019-2020, with a discussion on special education administration leadership, striving to
influence the best possible outcomes for students with special education needs, including updated strategies
for schools/teams for continuous improvement in equity for students with disabilities, the challenges and
opportunities for DESE and LEAs in meeting the needs of Massachusetts students with disabilities.

PRESENTER:
Dr. Russell Johnston, Senior Associate Commissioner, State Director of Special Education, MA Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education, former Massachusetts superintendent and special education
administrator.
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PLENARY SESSION:

Massachusetts Safe and Supportive Schools:
The Challenge, The Opportunity and The Responsibility
SESSION FOCUS:

Building Trauma Sensitive School Cultures are a pathway to safe and supportive schools and student success!
The presentation will focus on why we need trauma sensitive schools, what they look like, and how we can
create them. Results from the Trauma Sensitive Schools’ Descriptive Study and a discussion of how Safe and
Supportive Schools Framework law and self-assessment tool is set up to create conditions for school success
for all students. Lessons learned to date, implications for special education, challenges and opportunities for
the future will be discussed.

PRESENTER:
Michael Gregory, Esq, Clinical Professor of Law, Education Law Clinic, Harvard Law School; Member of the

Faculty, Harvard Graduate School of Education; Managing Attorney, Trauma and Learning Policy Initiative, MA
Advocates for Children and Harvard Law School
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… continued …

PLENARY SESSION:

Building an Education System That Works for Everyone: Taking a Hard Look at the
Massachusetts Chapter 70 Funding Formula
SESSION FOCUS:
New research confirms that there are critical shortcomings in the Chapter 70 School Funding formula that limit
our abilities to serve all students well. The MA Budget and Policy Center indicates that the formula has not
adequately accounted for increased costs, primarily in special education and healthcare. The Center has
identified the 4 areas that must be considered in adjusting the Chapter 70 formula: special education,
healthcare, support for English language learners and support for low income students.
This session will focus on a brief overview of the above and address the various “scenarios” the Center
proposes to be implemented over the next 5 years and their potential positive impact on special education.
Participants will learn the challenges, the opportunities and the advocacy needed to address the special
education funding issues in Chapter 70 including potential new Chapter 70 recommendations vis a vis special
education.

PRESENTER:
Colin Jones, Senior Analyst, MA Budget and Policy Center, focusing on early and K-12 education policy and
finance.

<><><><><><><><><><>

PLENARY SESSION:

From the Perspective of a Legal Expert: “Legal and Legislative Matters Matter”
SESSION FOCUS:

This program segment will highlight current legal and legislative updates, targeting new BSEA and federal
court decisions, as well as recent proposed and enacted legislation (e.g. The Promise Act and the DCF Best
Interest of Child [BIDS] Process) effecting school districts. Additionally, the session will provide an overview of
“hot topics in education law” to provide you and your special education teams with proactive approaches to
use during the academic year. Discussion will focus on strategies and techniques for advocacy for student and
school district needs.

PRESENTER:
Paige Tobin, Esq., Murphy, Lamere and Murphy, PC., legal and legislative expert in special education,

counsel to Massachusetts school districts and consultant to the Massachusetts Administrators for Special
Education
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Monday, June 10, 2019
Massachusetts Administrators for Special Education Statewide Conference Schedule:
Buffet Breakfast: 8:00 am – 8:55 am
Program Begins: 9:00am
Program Ends: Approximately 2:30 pm

