
 

MASSACHUSETTS ADMINISTRATORS FOR 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 

 

June 8, 2020 Virtual Conference  
 

 
 

The State of the State 
Educating, Protecting and Advocating for Massachusetts Students with 

Disabilities During the COVID-19 Pandemic:  
Now and Anticipated in the Future 

 

 

Featuring State and National Guest Presenters 
 
 

 
 

A Welcome Message 
From the Lens of the State Director of Special Education: 

Considerations for Some Guiding Principles Regarding 
School Re-Entry of Students with Disabilities 

 

PRESENTER: 
Dr. Russell Johnston, Senior Associate Commissioner of The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (DESE), former special education teacher and Massachusetts School Superintendent   

 



 
 

From the Lens of the Executive Director of the  
Council of Administrators of Special Education: 

Reinventing Special Education During Unprecedented Times 
 

SESSION FOCUS:  
CASE has provided support and guidance throughout the last two months for all special education leaders. 
Executive Director Phyllis Wolfram will: (1) provide a federal update on “what’s happening” in Washington 
and the request for targeted and temporary flexibilities, (2) share CASE’s top priorities addressing Health 
and Safety, Documentation, FAPE and Compliance, and (3) discuss guidance for back-to-school and what 
districts across the nation are planning. 
 

PRESENTER:   
Phyllis Wolfram, Executive Director, Council of Administrators of Special Education (CASE).  Prior to her 
selection as the CASE Executive Director, Phyllis served as the Executive Director of the Missouri Case.  
Phyllis has worked as a special education director at three different districts ranging in size from a small 
rural district to the largest urban district in the state of Missouri. 
 



 
 



From the Lens of the MA Office of the Child Advocate: 

Protecting and Advocating for Children in the COVID-19 Era 
 

SESSION FOCUS:    
Atty. Mossaides’ presentation will focus on the key questions currently being addressed by the 
Massachusetts Office of the Child Advocate (OCA): (1) How the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the work 
of the OCA and the children they monitor? (2) What changes is the OCA seeing in the nature and severity 
of the complaint calls and critical incidents? (3) What is the current focus of the OCA’s advocacy? (4) How 
the OCA responded to the decline in reports of abuse and neglect and what educators can do to protect 
children? (5) What changes are needed to return to the new normal? 
 

PRESENTER: 
Maria Mossaides, Esq., Director of the MA Office of the Child Advocate. Prior to her appointment as the 
Child Advocate for the State of Massachusetts, Maria served as the deputy general counsel to the 
Department of Social Services, general counsel to the Office of the Comptroller, and as the first agency 
head for the Division of Purchased Services. 
 





From the Lens of a Massachusetts School Attorney: 

Legal and Legislative Matters Matter 
  

SESSION FOCUS:   
This program segment will highlight current legal and legislative updates:  New Title IX Guidance and 
Impact on SWD, Addressing Cyberbullying During Remote Learning and End-of-Year Progress 
Reporting.  Additionally, the session will provide an overview of “hot topics in education law” to provide 
you and your special education teams with proactive approaches to use during the academic 
year.  Discussion will focus on strategies and techniques for advocacy for student and school district needs. 
 

PRESENTER: 
Paige Tobin, Esq., Murphy, Lamere and Murphy, PC., legal and legislative expert in special education, 
counsel to Massachusetts school districts and consultant to the Massachusetts Administrators for Special 
Education 

 



 
 

From the Lens of the Rennie Center for Education Research and Policy: 

The Rennie Center’s Back-to-School Blueprint: Planning for a Brighter Future After 
COVID-19  

 

SESSION FOCUS: 
As communities across Massachusetts—and around the world—confront an unprecedented health threat 
from the coronavirus pandemic, many individuals and institutions have jumped in to offer immediate 
resources to support student learning. But these short-term solutions only address one dimension of the 
larger challenge facing our education system. When school doors eventually reopen after the COVID-19 
outbreak, things will be different. Many students will bring with them the effects of trauma, most will have 
fallen behind academically, and an increased number of students may drop out. Schools and community 
partners can help to address these challenges and provide the support students will desperately need, but 
we must start planning now. Executive Director Chad d’Entremont will present the Rennie Center’s Back-

https://www.renniecenter.org/research/back-school-blueprint


to-School Blueprint, a series of research-based action guides intended to support planning for students’ 
extended absences and eventual return. The presentation will feature content of the series’ initial action 
guides focused on social-emotional learning, trauma-sensitive practice and rebuilding school communities. 
Implementing or improving practices in these areas will not only help address pressing issues facing our 
students when schools reopen, but also provide building blocks for developing a more supportive and 
high-performing education system in general. 
 
 

PRESENTER: 
Dr. Chad d’Entremont is the Executive Director of the Rennie Center for Education Research and Policy.  
He has published numerous articles, book chapters, and reports on education improvement strategies 

 



 
 

From the Lens of a National Special Education Law Expert: 

COVID-19 and K-12 Students with Disabilities … 
Persisting Questions and Potential Answers 

 

SESSION FOCUS:  
This session will identify the major legal issues in special education arising in the wake of the pandemic and 
will explore the likely alternative answers.  The issues include (1) the extent of child find, timeline, and 
other procedural obligations of the IDEA during the pandemic; (2) the application of the Endrew F. 
substantive standard and applicable implementation standard for denial of FAPE; and (3) the remedial 
consequences, including compensatory education, as a matter of systemic proactivity and judicial relief. 
 

PRESENTER:   
Dr. Perry Zirkel, University Professor Emeritus of Education & Law, Lehigh University, is a nationally known 
impartial specialist in special education law. He has written more than 1500 publications on various 
aspects of school law and has presented in every state in the Union.  He shares his work, including a 
monthly legal alert and selected publications, via his website, perryzirkel.com 
 






 



 

A true test of leadership is how well you function in a crisis. 
Brian Tracy, Business Leader, Author & Presenter 
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